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Caribbean holiday melds beach and micros

Atari hardware, classes offered

By Barbara Wierzbicki, IW Staff
SANTO DOMINGO, DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC—You're on vacation. It's
90° outside and you're already burnt
to a crisp. You don't feel like having a
drink at the bar, and you're certainly
not going to tuck yourself away in your
room. So what can you do?

Well, if you're an InfoWorld staffer
on assignment or vacationer at the
Club Med-Atari Computer Village in
the Dominican Republic, you can
learn about computers.

Club Mediterranee, the ninth
largest hotel chain in the world, and
Atari, of San Jose, California, jointly
run a 13-week computer program
(June 11 to September 10) at Club Med-
Punta Cana here.

Vacationers or “members,” as Club
Med calls them, have at their disposal
57 Atari 800 and 1200XL home com-
puters adroitly positioned on the
beach, at the marina, by the tennis
courts and near the pool.

The Club Med-Atari Computer Vil-
lage features nine computer work-
shops. Topics include Introduction to
Microcomputers/Survey of Computer
Software; Programming in Logo; Pro-
gramming in BASIC; Computers in
Graphic Arts and Design; Word Pro-
cessing (AtariWriter for adults; Bank
Street Writer for childen); and VisiCalc.

Most of the computer workshops
are held in the palapa, a circular-
shaped, thatched-roofed ediface that
is, thankfully, air-conditioned.

Vacationers who choose to partici-

pate in the two- and three-day work-
shops meet for one or two hours daily.
There are separate sessions for adults
and children.

Each workshop is staffed by trained
G.O.'s (Club Med lingo for “gentle orga-
nizer’ or host). The G.O.'s, who teach
classes in French, English, Spanish
and Italian, are knowledgeable, per-
sonable and successful in creating a
nonthreatening training environ-
ment.

The learning center operates from
10:00 AM. until noon and from 2:00
P.M. until 7:00 P.M. The G.O.’s provide
individualized instruction to people
whose abilities range from beginner to
advanced. Club Med-Atari also pro-
vides its members with a software li-
brary of over 150 titles including game,

See Club Med, page 8

The Club Med-Atari Computer Village welcomes family vacationers.

Anchor’s modems make big splash
Volksmodem costs $69.95; Mark 12 is totally Hayes-compatible

By John Markoff; IW Staff

First there was the people's car,
then there was the people’s word pro-
cessor and now there is the people’s
modem.

Anchor Automation of Van Nuys,
California, is introducing the “Volks-
modem,”’ which, at $69.95, can lay
claim to being the least expensive
direct-connect modem on the market.

The Volksmodem connects directly

to a telephone and, with a special $12
cable, to a computer or terminal. Ca-
bles are available for RS-232 connec-
tion and also for Atari, IBM, TI and
Osborne computers.

An Apple cable is “in the works,” ac-
cording to Bert Weiss, Anchor’'s na-
tional marketing director.

Weiss calls the Volksmodem “a
whole new concept. Instead of having
six different modems, we have one

modem with six cables.”

It comes with two phone-line con-
nections, a cable connection and two
switches—one for half and full duplex
and one to switch between voice and

See Anchor modems, page 9

Computer scoring
system keeps track of
surfing contest results
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continued from page 1
educational, home and business pro-
grams.

For those who shy away from a
classroom setting, Club Med-Atari pro-
vides ten Atari 800 home computers

encased in mobile ‘“kiosks” that can be.

rolled around outdoors to the beach,
tennis courts or marina.

The village at Punta Cana attempts
to integrate computers into vacation
activities wherever possible. Five elec-
tronic bulletin board/message centers
housed in kiosks are located through-
out the village. Members can consult
these computerized information cen-
ters regarding village activities, special
events, excursions available, restau-
rant menus and so on.

Atari research scientist Jim Dunion
demonstrated the picture-oriented
bulletin board, which uses a joystick
and specially designed multilingual
symbols. The system still has a few
bugs that need to be worked out, how-
ever. Even though the computers are
encased in fiberglass to protect them
from the elements, the machines got
doused during a summer rain shower
and were inoperable for most of Info-
World's six-day visit.

Software designed specifically for
Club Med further integrates com-

Computer kiosk on the beach

puters into members' vacation activi-
ties. A package called Microsailing lets
novices learn about winds and tides;
Snorkeling provides a guide to the fish
and shells members may see if they
take the snorkeling boat trip, and Ten-
nis Organizer matches players with
similar abilities, handles tournament
registration and keeps track of scores.

Other equipment at Punta Cana in-
cludes Topo, a computer robot, and a
Honeywell Bull CII Questar M com-
puter with ACTRAN software. (AC-
TRAN is a software system designed
for the study of future trends.)

There are no telephones, no radios,
no television and no newspapers at
Club Med. Its vacation philosophy is
tidily summed up in its advertising
slogan: “Club Med. The antidote for

Keeping a carefree vacation spirit, members compute outdoors.
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1" BUSINESS & SYSTEM SOFTWARE -
8 CP/ M'8 PARTIAL LIST, CALL

LIST  OUR
PRICE PRICE
ASHTON-TATE, dBase I $700 § 439
INFOCOM, Zork | or Zork ll or Zork IIl or Starcross, each 50 39
MICROCRAFT, Verdict (Legal) or Billkeeper (Professional), each $995 $ 469
MICROPRO, WordStar* plus free WordStar Training Manual 495 § 269
MailMerge ™ (Call on 2 Pak, 3 Pak and others) 250 §$ 129
SpellStar™ 250 129
WordStar Professional, 4 Pak, 3above + Starindex 895 § 429
InfoStar NEW! § 495 § 269
ReportStar NEW! § 350 § 199
MlCRQSOF Multiplan 275 $199
Fortran80 500 $ 325
BASIC Compiler 395 § 295
COBOL-80 750 § 545
BASIC-80 Interpreter 350 § 275
muLisp/muStar-80 200 $ 145
M-Sort-80 195 145
Edit-80 120 80
Macro-80 200 § 145

MONITORS &%

ACCESSORIES

AMDEK, 12" Green, #300G $200 §159
12" Amber, #300A $210 §159
% 13"Color |, Composite $379 §299
% 13" Color i, RGB, Hi Res (Ap. II, | & IBM-PC) $ 529 § 459
% 13"Color lll, RGB, Commercial. (Ap. Il I1t) $479 § 399
DVM, Color ll or lll to Apple Il Interface $ 199 §175
NEC, 12" Green, Model JB1201M $ 249 §159
12" Color, Composite, Model JC1212M $ 450 § 349
PRINCETON, RGB HiRes $ 795 § 539
QUADRAM, Quadchrome 12" RGB Color $ 795 § 565
SANYO, 9" Green, Model DM5109 $200 §139
12" Green, Model DM8112CX $260 $ 199
13" mposite, Model DMB013 $470 § 349
AOATL T e A & 20




Club Med starts
Mini Club for kids

Club Mediterranee operates its
resorts differently from conven-
tional vacation hotels. The Club
“villages” are usually tucked safely
away from cities and the generally
poor populations who inhabit
them. (Punta Cana is a three-hour
ride from the airport in Santo
Domingo.) The isolated sites are
surrounded by splendid country-
side, and the Club Med resorts are
completely self-contained.

Arecent survey showing that 40%
of Club Med members are married
might have triggered the introduc-
tion of a Mini Club at Punta Cana
this season. Similiar to a day-care
program, children can spend part
or all of their day in a supervised
program designed for youngsters
ages 4 to 12.

Aswell as enjoying noncomputer
related activities, the Mini Club
members can play with programs
that include Logo, Bank Street
Writer and Pac-Man. Both the par-
ents and children InfoWorld spoke
with felt that the addition of the
Mini Club (and its eight computers)
was a welcome addition to their
Club Med Vacation.

MODEMSc8escores
$399 § 299

AXLON. Datalink 1000 Hand Held Communications Terminal

HAYES, Micromodem |l (for the Apple Il) $379 $275

Apple Terminal Pro?ram forMicromodem || $ 100 65

IBM-PC Smartcom Il $ 119 89

Stock Chronograph (RS-232) $249 § 189

Smartmodem 300 (RS-232) $289 §225

Smartmodem 1200 (RS-232) $ 699 535

" Micromodem 100 (S-100 bus) & $399 §275

IBM-PC to Modem Cable $ 39 29

MICROCOM. Micro Courier for Apple Il $250 § 125
Micro Telegram for Apple Il $250 §125] .

NOVATION, Applecat || Modem,300 BAUD $389 § 269

212 Apple Cat, 1200 BAUD $ 725 § 599

SIGNALMAN. Modem MKI (RS-232) $ 9 79

SSM. Transcend 1 for Apple || Data Comm. $ 89 69

ModemCard for the Apple [I $299 § 259

CORV 6 Meg Hard Disk, wio Interface $2395 $1895

11 Meg Hard Disk, w/o Interface $3195 §2695

20 Meg Hard Disk, w/o Interface $4195  $3495

IBM-PC Interface (IBM DOS), Manual & Cable Kit $300 §239

Mirror builtin for easy backup § 790 § 595

Apple Interface, Manual & Cable Kit $300 §239

Other nterfaces, Omni-Net, Constellation, Mirror, Allin Stock

H/P75C Portable Computer, 48K, loadto 168K $ 995 § 695
HiP 41C Calculator $ 195 § 149
HIP 41CV Calculator with 2.2K Memory $275 §219

Full line of H/P 75C and HP41 ies & software Call

DISKETTES

CONTROL DATA CORPORATION Certified Top of the Line Diskettes.

CDC, 100 each, 5-1/4, withring, SS, DD, 48T (Apple, IBM, efc.) 5
10 each, 5-1/4, withring, SS, DD, 48T (Apple, IBM, etc.)
10each, 5-1/4, withring, DS, DD, 48T (IBM, H/P, etc.)

prsnnen
~
o
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@
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DYSAN, 10 each, 5-1/4, S, SD, (Apple, etc.) 69 § 39
PRlNTERS AND ACCESSORIES 10each, 5-1/4,DS, DD, 48T (IBM, HIP, efc.) 89 § 49
MAXELL, 10 each, 5-1/4,MD-1,SS, SD or SS, DD 55 35
EPSONMX or FX PRINTERS CALL CALL || GENERIK™ DISKETTES
LEADING EDGE, GorillaBanana NEW! § 250 §$ 209 100each SS, SD, 35 Track (Apple, Atari,etc.) $ 415 $ 130
PRACTICAL PERIPHERALS, Microbuffer In-Line 64K Pk 1000each SS, SD, 35 Track (Apple, Atari, etc.) $3200 $ 995
Parallel Universal Butfer $ 349 § 259 100 each DS, DD, 40 Track (IBM, H/P, etc.) $ 626 $ 160
Microbutfer In-Line 64K Serial bk 1000each DS, DD, 40 Track (IBM, HP, etc.) $4550 $1200
Universal Butfer §349 $ 259 | | With jackets, no labels, produced by atop of the line 90daywarrantyby us|
e STAR MICRONICS 9x9 Dot Matrix, 100cps, 2.3K, Gemini 10" $499 § 349
9x9 Dot Matrix, 100cps. 2.3K, Gemini 15" : 649 : dgg
IBM-PC to Epson or Star Micronics Cable 60
Apple InteriapceandCablelovEpsonorGemlm $ 95 § 59 * Means a BEST buy # 976
Grappler + by Orange Micro, specify printer g 165 ; 11:
Apple Graphics Dump Program by Epson 15
LETTER QUALITY - DAISY WHEEL PRINTERS CASE& CABRY OUTLETS
COMREX, Comriter CR-1, I'F, 200 wpm Limited Special $1199 § 645 | Ove: i 5
Comriter Tractor Feed for CR-1 $118 § 99

SMITH-CORONA, TP! Printer specify serial or parallel I/F Special g 899 g n]tgg
TPITractor Feed 149
SUPPLIES: Tractor Feed Paper, Ribbons, Heads, Qume Daisy Wheels and Ribbons. SEATTLE,Y.WASH., Grandepemnq Soon, Calliorlocation.

All Mail: P.0. Box 23068, Portland, OR 97223, Include telephone number. AD #976
ORDERING |N FORMAT|0N AND TERMS Alitems usually in stock, We nmmedlaleijy honor Cashiers Checks, Money Orders, Fortune 1000 Checks and
Govermnment Checks. Personal or Company Checks allow 20 days to clear. No. C.0.D. Add 3% for VISA or MC. For U.S. Mainland, add 3% for shipping, insurance and handling (SI&H) by
UPS with $5 minimum for SI&H. UPS ground is standard so add 3% more for UPS Blue with $10 minimum for SI&H. Add 12% total for SI&H for US Postal, APO or FPO with $15 minimum
for SI&H. For Hawaii, Alaska and Canada, UPS is in some areas only, all others are Postal so call, write, or specify Postal. Foreign orders except Canada for S,1&H add 18% or $25
minimurn for SI&H except for monitors add 30% or $50 minimum for SI&H. Prices subject to change and typo errors, so call to verify. All goods are new, include warranty and are guaran-
teed to work. Due to our low prices, ALL SALES ARE FINAL. Call before returning goods for repair or replacement. Orders received with insuffcient S,1&H charges will be refunded.
ORDER DESK HOURS 8 to 6 PST, Monday through Friday and 10to 4 Saturday. 1 P.M. here is 4 P.M. in New York.
OUR REFERENCES: we have beenin computers and electronics since 1958, a computer dealer since 1978 and in mail order since 1979. Banks: 1st Interstate Bank,
(503) 643-4678. We belong to the Chamber of Commerce (503) 644-0123, Better Business Bureau (503) 227-0648, or call Dunn and Bradsreet if you are a subscriber. Conroy-LaPointe,
Inc. is a division of O'Tech Group, Inc. Fastrak™ and Generik™ are of ComX Ci
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civilization.” But therein lies the rub.
The veracity of that slogan is ques-
tionable, however, now that Club Med
members attempting “to get away
from it all” find themselves in the

midst of high technology. As might be:

expected, members had differing
opinions about sharing their vacation
hideaway with computers.

Donna Held-Johnson, a travel agent
from Colorado (and former G.O.), spe-
cifically chose to holiday at Punta
Cana because of the computers. She
has an Atari 800 at home and was de-
lighted to have the chance to "really
learn how to use it while having fun in
the sun.”

Other vacationers were annoyed by
the presence of computers and felt im-
posed upon. New Yorker Claudette

Bergen-Fink declared, “In the future
when you arrive at Club Med you'll get
a computerized card that will serve as
yourroomkey. . .Idon'twant this tobe
part of my vacation.”

Most people Infoworld spoke with
concurred with a Georgia couple’s re-
action that “computers at Club Med
are fine.” The consensus was that
computers are just one of the many ac-
tivities offered by the Club vacation or-
ganizer, and members are free to
choose whether or not to participate
in any particular activity. Without ex-
ception, however, every member inter-
viewed felt Club Med now needs to
change its advertising slant.

“This changes the whole tone of a
Club Med vacation,” stated Held-
Johnson. “Computers are helping

break the image Club Med has had of
being a swinging-singles place with
wild orgies happening. nightly. Vaca-
tions here can be educational as well
as fun, and computers make this a
much more family-oriented place.”

Linda Gordon, vice-president of spe-
cial pro;ects at Atari, credits Club Me-
diterranee’s chairman of the board
and chief executive officer Gilbert Tri-
gano with the inception of computer
villages at Club Med. According to Gor-
don and Club Med spokesman Pierre
Schemla, Atari was chosen over other
home-computer manufacturers be-
cause it is “more oriented toward peo-
ple and looks to the future.”

Ninety percent of the vacationers at
these computer villages are first-time
users, according to Gordon. The 12

'LOW PRICES TO PROFESSIONALS WHO KNOW WHAT THEY WANT AND KNOW HOW TO USE IT.

CIppIe 11+/lle supplq center
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APPLE e STARTER SYSTEMB!

million Club Med members represent
a potentially lucrative target for Atari.

Robert Kahn, director of special
projects at Atari said, "I wouldn't be
surprised if people went home and
purchased an Atari after being
here. . .but that's not our reason for do-
ing this. As you can see, there are no
price lists, there's no direct or indirect
sales pitch. Our goal is education.”

The first computer workshop was
introduced at Club Med-Kamarina in
Sicily in May 1981. In 1982, 100,000
people reportedly went through work-
shops operated at eight Club Med vil-
lages. Computer workshops are
currently operating at 12 Club Med re-
sorts.

The one-week cost for this vacation,
including air fare from New York, is
$879 per adult. Children ages 4 to 7, ac-
companied by a parent, stay at the vil-

| lage free.

For further details, contact Club
Med, 40 West 57 Street, New York, NY
10019; (800) 528-3100. [ ]

Anchor modems

continued from page 1
data.

Weiss says that a high level of semi-
conductor integration has been a key
factor that allows Anchor to set such a
low price for the Volksmodem.

If other modem manufacturers are
looking over their shoulders at the
Volksmodem now, in two weeks they
are going to have a genuine fright. -




